THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE EARLY LEARNING CENTER

A Key to Quality Education
years' programs, early learning centres, and day care. Most programs serve children ages two through five years, although some also provide educational services to with the primary intention of providing custodial care of children for working-class child care programs are deemed vital to the current and future cognitive and social development of children. Countries that have ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, also support the notion that education is a right of all children, including the youngest.
for each dollar invested in developing quality education program, the benefits are three-fold (Heckman, 2011), manifested in improved academic performance, health outcomes and skill readiness. Armed with sound evidence to support these positive results, nations around the globe have worked to implement practices and policies to prosperity appears to be strongly correlated with the "quality" of the program. The question remains, though, how do we define the elements of a high-quality
There is some consensus that the best programs enjoy highly-trained, professional teachers, low adult-student ratios, opportunities for parent involvement, consistent daily schedules of activities and a developmentally appropriate curriculum that is
Others have noted the need to consider the organizational climate of the school in of the primacy of these social variables, and accordingly, research and policy tend to target the social and curricular aspects of a child's educational experience. Undeniably, these elements are necessary for the creation of high-quality preschool education; however, the contribution of the physical setting to the quality of the none of the ten practice recommendations provided addressed the physical settings
The psychological, educational and social components of the learning environment are salient to the discussion on quality. However, failure to fully appreciate the impact of the built environment on learning is problematic, given the compelling body of evidence from the field of environmental psychology establishing the influence of physical and spatial settings where children learn with learning and developmental well known, early educational pioneers recognized that the environment was a potent force, shaping the child's educational experience and sense of himself as a learner.
an educational method where the aesthetic, organization and function of the physical environment served as key facilitators of learning. These prepared environments provide the structure, materials and environmental cues to support engagement and concept schools where the physical environment is dubbed "the third teacher" visually appealing to children. Materials are purposefully selected and beautifully displayed so as to inspire children, spark their curiosity, and draw them into the the presence of a central "piazza" facilitate collaboration and socialization among teachers, students and families (Lippman, 2010) . The schools' walls, materials, and learning spaces are all viewed as equally integral to creating engaging experiences, Far from being merely an insignificant background, the physical environment influences those living and learning within its walls shaping all aspects of education designed spaces, high levels of noise, and crowding have been decisively determined to disrupt children's learning and social interactions as well as to contribute to their
